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Al ternative Dispute Resolution Takes RCc
Al ternative Dispute Resolution isdamadchomggomdi mea®amts acro
This approach, commonly known as ADR, gets cases through the
Individuals who opt for ADR over Ilitigation also tend to be
they helped shape that outcome rather than having it imposed
That was the message from the eighth annual Ne vOcMeoxbiecro ADR S
panel representing courts from a
vided an update on how various N
tions are employing ADR.
As the panelists noted, some New
have been using ADR in domestic
wel fare cases for more than 20 vy
devel opments have put ADR in the
Il i ght:
f A growing use of ADR in civil
f A statewide push to promote an
progr ams.
Kevin Spears, Court Executiyv That seccand devel opment started
Judici al District, Gppkegahm mation olf t he
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currently chaired by the Honorable Je yu,eChle
Eighth Judicial District Court. The s rt orde
this commission on t hco
tion of the National e
Courts. e
solution is
idadge McEIlroy said t eSS e s
3made ten recommendat Some
ing New&Mexduome xed A
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ent on more money, rgeni z ed
spaoe. g Servi
One of those r&d8tommentateodsfferent a Fe SHAW
small judwasslipgaioinsul arly appropriate e New M
Presentations by the eight panel me mb t'ﬁ/é%'epso
See ADR Take Root cont . , on Page 2




Bernalill o County Metrot o€ppeadar SRatsédi Viiga Fag xur ¢

The f-a@mlpprear rate for those @hcecooaptedyi Texds Retmi mdEouISEr vi ce
more than half since the court began the initiative.

The text reminder service was i mplemented in 2017. Fro Apr i
which the text reminders were sent, oméappéadB, oprobdoskenfearbnd
fai-t@appear rate. By comparison, 12,681 of 101,414 heatnlings v
service, resul ting-tiampmedr2. bhatpe.r ceWitt Hian |tuhra®t same ti mef perio
court reminders.

fThe courtesy text reminders not only provide a servicefjto thc
This si meflfetectciowe program is getting people to court anfd prev
otherwise strain resour oeai dnClhi eumbedgefEagamadils,Benavi dez.

Metro Court pays $800 annually f or &t hgee nseerravi cfeu,n dwh iTchhe i€so scto vt e
cess, and serve a bench warrant is around $100, and that fee

iSomething typically easy to resolve, |ike a speeding ticket,
mi s s e s 0acdoduerdt ,J u d ge fABreantaviisdewhat we are trying to prevent|, and
situation.

The initiative has been so successful that-Aphelcotir20bh&8s ehpa
appearing in Metro Court for a Felony First Appearance (lhave b
their upcoming preliminary heari ngiVe wharcthed atno bee @sedtif daisit f wao u la
Judge Bertaivicdeezi.t i s producing the results we hoped for we m;

r
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ADR Takes Root, from page 1

Representatives from the First, 0Stehcaotn di nacnldu dTeh ilratregeen tchi tJiuedsi csi
Al buquerque avdpRke Bédooahousing ADR to resolve family and ch
even to help homeowners find a graceful exit from mortgage f
see their ADR progr ams.

By contrast, the Eighth Judicial District (covering Taos, Co
cases this year, after running a domestic relations mediatio
tions mediation program has two mediators on contract. They

The Eighth J@&adnhnewati Di bt medt ati on-agnnogmaem enegli atortswd omors i mg
with judges handling the more complex cases. That program ha
court has set a goal ofdhaPOodgo 110 ADR It tcheidomiasgesfi scal

process of hiring a 4tianfef satatfdremrey tand utpporpgartthe program al c
who wi | serve as mediator s.

The Ninth Judicial District (Curry and Roosevelt Counties) o
that tavrgeeresealtfdceomde Ilowi gants. A court attorney serves a:
has handled more than 400 cases since January 1, 2012, and i

Six Magistrate Courts also currently have ADR programs that
Courts.

Al of these programs are growing, and showing increasing am
Executive Officer of the El eventh Judici al District Court, t
cessful ADR program, no matter t heani nidza ofh ethhe omdurotn,t iing tcd &

anthever be afraid to think outside the box. 2



| nnovation Team is Taking Alternatli ve

In an effort to make alternative dispute resolution ven mo
Team is preparing a pilot project to take ADR online

Supr eme Court Chief Justice Judith}fK. Na k

E
Team, which includes members of thefQJudicie
The I nnovation Team is working withjTyler T
di spute resolution tool& tcoo urhte snyesetdggm.o fT hNee v
tool, called Modhadasagd issy sat e&km otwH setd ggelli des t h
stépstep through a process to quick fresol ut
such as disagreements abotenmaatdebsppwed. or
Courts in other states are wusing th syster
da, which offers online dispute resplution
I f the pilot proves successful, Newl]Mexico
system in courts statewide, accordi g to Ju
Judici al District Court , who is spephrheadir

Il nnovation Team.

Second Judici al ] e are trying to be more proaotudgegeflin brin

SRR AR ¢y @aid. is a reaction to the realfity of

on the online ADR _
. where people expect easy access to nf or ma

at the eighth ann . R

ADR Symposi um. I ssobes.

The pil ot project, which is likely to launch in Janufpry, 20

tricts, along with Bernalillo County Metropolitan Cort It

owed is in dispute.

fifrhe system should allow the parties to make cont @&ct mmedi a

Judge Levy said.

Parties wildl be able to access the system and add i nfput on

I f the parties fail to reach a resolution after a ceftain a

the option to use a mediator to continue the negotiafi on. T

and to adjust to online mediation.

firhis should help people who have a hard time taking JJti me of
a case at thedludiget tbiVg ®abmio®t i gnore that the I nterfnet s
most everything these days. We dhave to meet people where th

The Spirit of Competition: Courts across the state celebrate
contests. These are the pumpkin carving entrie$fhafveami hbephbmp
"Jack Skellington" carved by Judici al Speciali st Senior Nic
pages 4, 7 and 8.




Some Relpresented Litigants Can Now Compl ete

The Judiciary has |l aunched a free online service to assist the
| egal matters.

The waled application, k nownr eapsr eGueindtee d& |Fitlieg,a nhtesl ppsr espealrfe cour t
domestic violence cases using a computer in their home or anot
Guide & File works much | ike software for preparation ot tax r
and automatically complete court forms online. The documents m
- The software application can
= OGF Home Home Start a Filing My Interviews

documents to start a divorce
spond to a divorce petition,

HowtoBegin case and to file for an order
mestic violence case. I't can
Set Aside Time — it will take time to answer questions accurately par & reee pappéssation to ask
Gather Information — see the Important Information links to the right court filing fee be waived o
Email Address — get an email address if you-don’t have one yet We ar e excited about being a
Access to a Printer — yoU'll need hard copies of your legal-documents to file gy to grve cirtizens Lasi er a(
at the Court said Nan Nash, Chief Judge of
Watch the "Introduction Video" — on how to use the Guide & File program cial District CoufBteiing Berlreal
to fill out the forms at home
Click Start Your Legal Process - then choose an interview
of the stress that an extra t
Remember to adds to situations that are |

file in person

at the. Court! such as filbdbng for divorce.
Start Your Legal Process >
n the 2018 fiscal year at |

ic violence cases for order:
set épresented |litigants.

—

the f-iepteseneed bketifgants

out court paperwork throug

Roughl-fi fobhbse of the new divol
in district courts thragdpryesanthead laitt ilgarstt. one sel f

The time to gampleadt @ na esevlifew for preparing a court document va
hour . Users must have an email account to register for a Guide

I ndi viduals can access the Gui@dew&bFite: apptpsati vwwenmspxr g §d
website al so-hceonpt agiunisd ea fsoerl funder standing the divorce process a

individuals will need to prepare court documents.
Using a home computer to prepare the court forms wil./ best alll
users to take their time in completing a court document
b Bdt F B[]
IR BEE T i
1 HEJSREE NN

The Bernalill o County Metro and the Second Judi ciaalvi Digs tcoimptet ¢
Second District Court won bragging rights thanks to the Whit g

Eli zabeth Garci a. Metro Court vowed to have the winning entry
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Metro ©CDbagtShow Highlights Specialty Court s,

It was not your everyday sight as dozé&noudfdopooclhas tgyatride roend Si
20th ford thet chumuaal Fun Dog Show and Resource Day.

The event, meant to promote experient@alltBpeapygl andCbuing, aw:
with 37 dogs entering the competition, 16 resource providers
ing as judges for the show. The event was open to the.publ i c,

The idea of hosting a Do
inspired by a current DW
Court participant who cr
his sobriety to caring f
professionally showing d
the cédanhogby he says he
Il i kely would not have em
he still been drinking.

iShowi ng dogs has been a
out !l et osfaoird nfee,r r ence Thr

er , who is scheduled to

the DWI Recovery Court i
fiCaring for other 1living
taught me how to take be
mysel f. It keeps me on

t raocKk.

Many specialty court par
have found similar benef
Competitors strut their stuff in the La experiential therapy pr o
County Metrop®llsanACouak Fun Dog Show 3 speci aity courts such as

apy, service dogs, and meditation.

Specialty Court participants were tasked with judging the Dog
in Breed. The winners went home with ribbons and dog treats,
nity service hours. Between contests, those in attendance hea
their recovery and where they are now.

iWe hope the event brought awareness to the many ogmedt Chhehgs
Judge Edward L. Benavidez, who al soiMer eadisdbe waonvt erd ttlhe aRWIin oRvd &
who have worked so hard to live ¢l ean, productive |iwes and p

In addition to judging and participating in the show, the publ
service providers in the community who offer assistance with
There were also infor@&atliloSpteathla¢s yf €Coutrtte pcowgrtams.
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